THE    NAZIS    AT    WAR
whole Czech nation in a hopeless struggle like that which
has brought the Poles into the abyss. Because, as one man,
the whole Czech nation to-day stands ready for revolt.
The oppressive measures which Hitler's henchmen
carried out in Czechoslovakia could easily form the
subject of another chapter in the history of Nazi atrocities.
It would have the same features as all the others, As
soon as the Nazis and their Gestapo men entered Prague,
the first trains filled with Czech prisoners left for German
concentration camps.
More than 100,000 Czech workers have been taken
to Germany as labour slaves. Those who remain in the
"protectorate" are under the close supervision of their
Nazi overlords. And yet ... I believe the Nazi observer
who wrote that for a long time Polish nerves will be
unable to withstand another bombardment. But the
nerves of the Czechs are untouched, their spirit is un-
broken.
Their organisations are intact. However many key-
men of the Czech national life have been murdered or
taken away to Germany, their first, second or third
deputies are in their places. I have no doubt that, when
the time comes, the spectacle of 1918 will repeat itself
and, once again, the Czechs will give the signal for the
overthrow of their tyrants.
It is not an idle prediction. The Czechs were the first
to stand up against the Nazis in open revolt. Only those
who have lived under the Nazi terror can realise the
heroism which it needs to defy the tyranny of the Gestapo
and the S.S.
Those who are watching and waiting for the German
people to turn against Hitler should study the events
of September ijih and i8th in Bohemia and Moravia. I
regard them as historic events.